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ALU M N I  U N ITE TO N A M E  LAB FOR REVE R E D  PROFESSOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  
If you a re fortunate enough to encounter 
a teacher or mentor who helped to shape your 
future l ife, how do you go about thanking them? 
A group of alumni from the 1 970s 
answered that question on a br i l l iant October 
day at Furman in  the fa l l .  The occasion was 
the dedication of the Charles H. Townes Center 
for Science. 
But there was a more personal reason for 
these a lumni  to be on campus this particu lar  
weekend. They came to celebrate a project of 
their own: naming the sedimentation laboratory 
in the Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences in  honor of Wallace C. Fallaw (pictured), 
their late professor and friend. 
After serving for a t ime as a petroleum geologist 
with C hevron, Fallaw taught geology at Furman from 
1 970 unti l  h is  death in  1 995.  Dur ing h is 25-year tenure, 
he taught 1 54 of the 1 60 geology majors from that 
period, as wel l  as many other students who enjoyed his 
introductory, historical geology and paleontology 
classes. 
An a uthority on coastal plains stratigraphy, Fallaw 
authored numerous scientific articles and was a 
posthumous recipient of the Alester G .  Furman, J r., 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Teach­
ing. Students and colleagues remember h im for his 
qu iet demeanor spiced by a dry sense of humor, h is 
" inspir ing and fun" teaching style (both in the class­
room and on field trips), and h is love of Dickens and 
the music of the Ink Spots. 
The idea to name the lab in  Fallaw's honor began 
with a casual conversation between old friends Betsy 
Beckham Godlewski '75 and Tom Tripi itt '76, di rector 
of the Alumni  Association. 
" Many of us owe our successful careers to 
34 FURMAN I WINTER 2009 
D r. Fa l law, and all of us now see the world differently 
because of h im," says Betsy, _;;pecial projects coor­
dinator for KSPS Public Television in Spokane, Wash .  
"He i nspired us through his passion for teaching, h is  
love of geology, his sense of hu mor, and his cu riosity 
about the world .  The opening of the Townes Center 
was a not-to-be-missed opportunity to recognize 
Dr. Fallaw and the impact he had on our l ives." 
It was evident after just a few phone cal ls that 
other geology a lumni  shared the vision for naming 
the lab and embraced the idea through their financial 
contributions. Over a period of just a few weeks, 
pledges for more than 50 percent of the $100,000 
needed to name the lab were secured. 
"The response to our calls has been supportive 
and heart-warming. People are eager to support this 
project because it speaks to them in  a very personal 
way," says Betsy. 
For some of these former students, the Fallaw 
Lab project became an unexpected opportunity to 
reconnect with friends they hadn't seen in  decades. 
Linda Heatwole Jacobs '74, a novelist and former 
oil i ndustry geologist who lives in Las Cruces, N . M ., 
enthusiastical ly joined the group of donors ­
and began organizing a mini-reunion during  
the  Townes Center dedication. 
" It has been great to reconnect with old 
and new friends bound by a common desire 
to honor such a wonderful professor," she says. 
"And it's n ice to know that future students wi l l  
see Dr  Fallaw's name on this lab and know what 
an enormous influence he had on us and on 
Furman . "  
On dedication day, 10  former students 
joined Fallaw's wife, Sa l l ie, and son, James, 
as well as former p rofessors Van Price and 
Ken Sargent, p lus other colleagues and friends 
to celebrate the Fallaw Lab. Following a toast 
to Dr. Fallaw and comments from Sal l ie, current 
EES professors Bil l Ranson and Jack Garihan took 
the group on a field trip to their favorite part of 
the Townes Center: the rock garden. 
Heads bent together over massive rock slabs 
from geologic " hot spots" around the Southeast 
as the group inspected gran itic crystals, gneissic 
structure and the del icate outl ines of ancient fossi ls. 
Fallaw would have loved it !  
The Fal law Laboratory is but a smal l  piece 
of a much larger faci l ity that will serve Furman's 
students for years to come. Yet it demonstrates 
the power of the many and shows it is possible to 
say thank you - with a l ittle help from your fr iends. 
To contribute to the Fallaw Lab project, contact 
Betsy at betsygodlewski@gmail. com or Tom at 
tom. triplitt@furman. edu. If you are interested 
in other naming opportunities at Furman, 
contact Gary Hassen at gary hassen@furman. edu 
or (864) 294-3691. 
CLASS N OTES, WI NTER 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
56 
M itch Carnell of Charleston, S .C . ,  
is included in  the  2009 edition of 
Who's Who in America. 
58 
Charles H .  Busha of Greenvi l le i s  the 
author of The Scotch-Irish and Carmel 
Presbyterian Church in Old Pendleton 
District of South Carolina, publ ished 
by the Clayton Room in  Rickman Library 
at Southern Wesleyan U n iversity. 
Harry Eskew, professor emeritus of 
music history and hymnology at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
has been honored with a collection titled 
Hymnology in the Service of the Church: 
Essays in Honor of Harry Eskew. The 
volume of 25 essays by colleagues, 
students and friends was publ ished 
by St. Louis Morning Star Music.  
64 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REU N I O N !  
linda Brown Adair, who retired last 
spring as executive vice president at Gulf 
Coast Community College in Panama City, 
F la . ,  after 33 years as a teacher and 
admin istrator there, received a Meritorious 
Service Award from the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools at its December 
conference. The award was based on the 
qual ity and length of her service to the 
commission. 
Ron Davis is the legal editor for 
PlainVani l lashelf.com, an information 
hub for the retail and development 
industry. 
In  September the President's Counci l  
of Florida International U n iversity in  M iami 
presented its Outstand ing  Faculty Award 
to Darden Asbury Pyron, a member 
of the school's history department and 
professor in the Honors College. The 
award includes a $1 2,500 monetary prize. 
Darden, whose specialties range from 
Greek history to American history 
and cultu re, has taught at the university 
since 1 97 1  and was found ing chair of the 
department. He is the author of a n umber 
of books and is currently working on a study 
of Wi l l iam Tecumseh Sherman.  
66 
Sam Wyche was elected in  November to 
a seat on the Pickens County (S.C.) Counci l .  
70 
Paula S. Poetter Wallace, president of 
Savannah (Ga.) College of Art and Design,  
received the ELLE DECOR Vis ion Award 
in November at the inaugural  Women i n  
Design event, co-sponsored b y  ELLE DECOR 
and the Cooper-Hewitt National  Design 
Museum. The event. held in  New York 
City, celebrated women's achievements in  
the fields of  architecture, communications, 
fashion, and interior and product design .  
72 
Terry K. Holl iday, superintendent of 
Iredell -Statesvi l le (N .C .) Schools since 2002, 
has been named the 2009 A .  Craig Phi l l ips 
North Carol ina Superintendent of the Year. 
The award is given jointly by the North 
Carol ina Association of School Adminis­
trators and the North Carolina School 
Boards Association and includes a $ 5,000 
honorarium.  
John G rady Wood was named the 
recipient of  the 2008 Antimicrobial 
Division Volunteer Recogn ition Award 
by the Consumer Specialty Products 
Association .  The award recognizes his 
dedication of time, effort and talent 
toward the advancement of antim icrobial 
products as chair of the association's 
Antimicrobial Regulatory Committee. 
John is d i rector of product registration 
and compliance (law and regulatory affairs) 
with Ecolab Inc. in St. Paul, M inn .  
73 
Mark A. Bonn, di rector of  graduate 
programs at the Dedman School of Hospi­
tality in  the College of Business at Florida 
State U n iversity, has been i nducted into 
the Florida Tourism Hall of Fame by the 
state Commission on Tourism. Mark is the 
Robert H. Dedman Professor in  Hospitality 
Administration and is the first educator and 
scholar selected for the Hall of Fame. He is 
frequently called upon to develop marketing 
plans for resorts and restaurants, service 
models for hospitality employees, and 
curricu lum models requir ing strategic 
and creative th ink ing.  
T.S. "Sandy" Stern, J r., of the Greenvil le 
firm of Covington Patrick Hagins Stern 
& Lewis, P.A. ,  has been accepted for 
membership on the American Board 
of Trial Advocates. 
John Weatherford received the Wayne 
and Rubye Reid Award during Furman's 
Homecoming awards breakfast October 1 1 .  
The award recognizes a lumni  who have 
made major contributions to the career 
development of Furman students. John 
is senior vice president and general  mana­
ger of Publ ic Broadcasting Atlanta and has 
enjoyed a distinguished career in  radio, tele­
vision and d ig ital media. He has earned six 
Emmys and been inducted into the National 
Academy of Television Arts S i lver C i rcle. 
7 5  
Baron Hi l l  was re-elected i n  November 
to a fifth term in  the U .S .  House of Repre­
sentatives, representing the N inth District 
of Indiana.  
Alec Taylor has been named to the board 
of d irectors of U nited Way of Rhode Island .  
He i s  the  chief executive officer of FGX 
I nternationa l .  
Tom Woodson of Greenvi l le is co-founder 
of MedProcure, which provides supply 
chain solutions for health care providers. 
MedProcure recently received an invest­
ment of $1 50,000 from the South Carol ina 
Research Authority's SC Launch program, 
which supports new startups in  the state. 
77 
Sam Pendergrast has become pastor 
at First Presbyterian Church of Rome, N .Y. 
78 
John F .  Mulholland, a three-star general, 
became commander of U .S .  Army Special 
Operations Command dur ing a ceremony 
November 7 at Fort Bragg, N . C .  John over­
sees about 22,000 soldiers in the Army's 
Special Forces, Rangers, Civi l  Affairs, 
Psychological Operations and Special 
Operations Aviation un its .  He previously 
served as commander of Special Operations 
Command Central, which oversees special 
operations forces in  the M iddle East. He 
has also been in  charge of special operations 
forces in  Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Judy Brockman Nabers of Greenvi l le has 
become chief financial officer for Container 
Management Systems. 
79 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REU N I O N !  
Jay A .  Cory (MBA '82), who recently 
served as interim president and chief 
executive officer of Atlanta Union M ission 
(AU M), has been promoted to executive 
vice president. AUM provides Christ­
centered emergency shelter and residential 
recovery services to more than 1 , 1 50 men, 
women and chi ldren each day. To learn 
more, visit www.atlantaunionmission.org. 
Mary Brown Ries has earned National 
Board Certification in  l ibrary media.  
Mary is the media special ist at Sara 
Col l ins Elementary School in  Greenvil le 
and is president of the Greenvil le Counci l  
of Media Special ists. She is a former 
d i rector of the Furman Alumni  Association. 
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Randolph W Blackwell '63, president; Clare Fol io Morris '83, president-elect; 
J. Chris Brown '89, vice president; Harriet Arnold Wi lburn '74, past president; 
Rebecca Ann Armacost '89; Lynn Neely Bai ley ' 78; Venita Tyus B i l l i ngslea '8 1 ;  
N .  Staten Bitt ing, J r .  '75;  Frank W Blackwell '90 ;  John M .  Block '63 ;  Mary Lou 
Walch Cagle '69; Bobby E. Church ' 78; David S. Cobb '90; Paul D. Goebel '63; 
M ichael L. Guynn '91; Shannon Scruby Henderson '75; Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; 
L.  Yates Johnson, Jr. ' 59; Gwinn Earle Kneeland '89; J. Cordell Maddox ' 54; James 
N. Martin '79; Matthew A.  M i l ler '99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr .  ' 76; Will iam P. Morrow, 
J r. '54; Emmett L. Patrick ' 56; Scott W Raeber '92; E l l ison L. Smith '89; Cynthia 
Black Sparks '80; Heyward M. Su l l ivan ' 59; Wi l l iam N. Turrentine '64; Daniel R. 
Varat '88; Connie Gartrell Wi l l iams '74. 
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David Shi  '73, president; Michael Gatchell '9 1 , 
vice president for development; Tom Tripi itt ' 76,  d i rector of Alumni  Association; 
Jane Dungan, associate d i rector of Alumni  Association; Tina Hayes Ballew '78, 
associate d i rector of Alumni  Association; Cari Wi l l iams Hicks '97, president, 
Young Alumni  Counci l ;  Frances Flowers '09, president, Student Alumni  Counci l ;  
Nick Holsinger '09, president, Association of Furman Students; Montrel le 
Robertson '09, president, Senior Class. 
80 
Cindy Cothran Alewine of Anderson 
is executive director of the South Carol ina 
chapter of the Alzheimer's Associat ion. 
83 
Robert Hi l l ,  Jr. ,  has been promoted to 
president and chief executive officer of 
Acosta Sales and Marketing Co. of Jack­
sonvil le, F la.  He has also been named 
to the company's board of directors. 
84 
T H I S  YEAR I S  REUNION! 
Terry Bridgman is a mathematics 
instructor at the Colorado School of 
M i nes. He is also working toward a Ph .D .  
After studying abroad i n  affi l iation with 
Oxford Un iversity and in  the States through 
the Graduate Theological Foundation, 
Hami lton "Steve" Peirsol finished his 
doctorate in  psychology last May. He l ives 
in Ormond Beach, Fla. 
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8 5  
James Strange i s  a n  assistant professor 
of re l igion at Samford Un iversity in  
B i rmingham, A la .  He received h is  Ph . D .  
i n  New Testament and Early Christianity 
from Emory Un iversity's Graduate Division 
of Rel ig ion. 
8 6  
B .  Carter Rogers, a member of the U .S .  
Army Reserve Medical Corps and chief 
of surgery at Newton Medical Center in 
Covington, Ga., was recently promoted 
to the ran k  of l ieutenant colonel .  He 
has served two tours of active duty during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
87 
MARRIAGE: Lori Epperson a n d  Calvin 
Ray Bohannon, February 23,  2008. They 
l ive in  Hardinsburg, Ky. 
88 
laura Josie Moore has begun her own 
company, Laura Moore & Associates, I nc. ,  
in  Lancaster, Pa. I t  is a private counseling, 
educational consulting, l ife coaching and 
executive consulting company based on 
Christian ethics and values. From March 
26 to Apri l  1 5  she wil l be a representative 
of the G lobal Peace In it iative in  Jordan, 
where she wi l l  work with students from 
around the world and participate in  an 
international forum to discuss issues of faith. 
Shawn O'Shields has become pastor 
of Renfrew Baptist Church in Travelers 
Rest, S C. 
Donald Womack (B .M .  '89), professor 
of composition and theory and former 
chair of the music department at the 
University of Hawai i ,  received a Fulbright 
Senior Research Grant to spend a year in 
Tokyo as composer- in-residence with 
AU RA-J, a professional new music ensemble 
of Japanese instruments. While in  Japan 
he received 1 7  performances of his works. 
He was also the featuPed guest composer 
at the Hokuto International M usic Festival, 
and a concert featuring his work was 
hosted by the International House of Japan .  
A C D  of  h i s  music for Japanese and Western 
instruments is scheduled for release this 
year on the Centaur label .  H is wife, 
Anna Stewart '89 Womack, is a viol ist 
in  the Honolulu Symphony and lecturer 
of viola at the Un iversity of Hawaii. 
89 
T H I S  YEAR IS REUNION !  
Steven Baines o f  Washington, D.C . ,  
is the new director of  i nterfaith outreach 
at the Rel ig ious Coalit ion for Reproductive 
Choice. He previously worked for eight 
years with People for the American Way. 
Matthew Bostick of Piedmont Tax Service 
in  Greenvil le has completed the three levels 
of study in  taxpayer representation at the 
National Tax Practice I nstitute and has 
been named an NTPI Fel low. 
9 0  
lee Underwood has become d i rector 
of communications for I ntercontinenta l­
Exchange i n  Atlanta. 
MARRIAGE: Christina Frost and Van W 
Price, October 1 8 .  They live in Greenvil le. 
BIRTH: Wayne and N i na Landow Knox, 
a son, Andrew Burton, August 27. They 
live in  Anderson, S .C .  
9 1  
Matthew lee, a n  attorney with B lank 
Rome LLP of Phi ladelph ia, Pa. ,  was selected 
a 2008 Lawyer on the Fast Track by The 
Legal lntelligencer and Pennsylvania Law 
Weekly. Matt was one of 35 Pennsylvania 
attorneys under the age of 40 identified 
as future leaders of the Commonwealth's 
legal commun ity. 
92 
Ray l. McKin ney of Statesboro, Ga. ,  
has been named to the board of directors 
of Ogeechee Techn ical Col lege. He 
is a financial consultant with Wachovia 
Securities and a past chair of the board 
of the Statesboro-Bul loch Chamber of 
Commerce. 
BIRTH: Brian and lisa Sherril l  Halstead, 
a son, Pete Alexander, October 1 4, 
Charlotte, N .C .  
93 
T i m  Bauer has been named d i rector 
of tennis at the Boar's Head Sports C lub  
in  Charlottesvi l le, Va. T im worked as an 
NCAA Division I tennis coach for a decade, 
including six years as the women's coach 
at M ichigan State Un iversity. He also 
coached on the Women's Tenn is 
Association tour. 
MARRIAGE: Scott C. Purinton and 
Emi ly Mae McArdle, October 1 9 .  Scott 
completed h is  residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Johns Hopkins Hospital and 
is currently pursu ing a fellowship in gyne­
cologic oncology at the Un iversity of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center in Dal las. 
BIRTH: Donny and Karla Spelce 
Thompson, a son, Logan Alexander, 
September 3, Atlanta, Ga. 
94 
T H I S  YEAR IS R E U N I O N !  
J .  Gary Eichelberger, Jr., has joined the 
E l l is  & Winters law firm in its Raleigh, N C .  
office. He practices civil litigation with 
a special focus on commercial disputes, 
employment matters, real estate and 
insurance coverage. 
MARRIAG E:  Jessica Oldham 
and Jeff Waggett. August 9. They 
live in Salt Lake City, Utah .  
BIRTHS: Greg and Susan Flowers 
El l iott, a daughter, Ashley Elizabeth, 
May 29.  They live in  Simpsonvil le, S .C .  
Scott '90 and Susan James Peacock, 
a son, Mason, March 8, 2008. They live 
in Chevy Chase, Md.  Susan has been 
promoted to commander in the U .S .  
Pub l i c  Health Service. 
M ichael and Becky Rogers Xeroteres, 
a daughter, L i l l ian J une, August 2 7, 
Fort Lauderdale, F la. 
9 5  
Jeffrey French completed his Ph .D .  
in  biology from the Un iversity of  South 
Carol ina in November. He is an assistant 
professor at North Greenvil le University, 
where he teaches ecology and genetics. 
April Knight graduated from nursing 
school last May and plans to work in  local 
and international medical missions. She 
is currently an occupational therapist in  
Wi lmington, N .C .  and volunteers at the 
Tileston Health Cl in ic .  
Jason Poinsette has been promoted to 
director of account management at Push, 
an advertising agency in Orlando, Fla. 
Tasha Sims Wade has been elected to 
the Athletic Hal l  of Fame at Sevier County 
(Tenn.) High School, where she was a star 
basketball player. Tasha works as control ler 
for Stokely Hospitality Enterprises in Pigeon 
Forge. 
MARRIAGES: Meta loretto "Lori" 
Dinkins and Steven Eugene Brown, 
October 1 1 .  They live in Columbia, S C .  
She i s  assistant principal a t  Fulmer Middle 
School in Lexington District 2,  and he 
expects to receive his Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from Campbell University in  May. 
Jeffrey Hammer and Mel issa Coleen 
McClain, September 20.  They live in 
Simpsonvil le, S C. 
Gretchen Swift and Rich Kalonick, 
September 28.  Gretchen is an assistant 
federal publ ic defender in  Nashvil le, 
Tenn.,  and Rich is a free-lance photographer. 
ADOPTIONS: Steve and Karin Walsh 
Faulkner, a son, Kien John, born June 6, 
2007, in Vietnam, and adopted June 1 0, 
2008; and a daughter, Aria Mai, born 
June 2 ,  2007, in  Vietnam, and adopted 
November 13, 2008. They live in Cary, N .C .  
BIRTHS: Dave '93  and Jennifer Horner 
Bruce, a son, Colten Spencer, February 1 ,  
2008. They live i n  Boi l ing Springs, S .C .  
Jenn ifer and Brett Buzzell, a son, Jackson 
Lyons, November 6,  Atlanta. Brett teaches 
at Conyers Middle School. 
Kevin '98 and Sonya Scott Jackson, 
a daughter, Kierra Sanna, February 1 1 ,  
2008. They live i n  Powder Springs, Ga .  
Tripp and Lisa Carswell Presnell, 
a daughter, MaryAnne Coker, August 20, 
Beaufort, S .C .  
9 6  
I n  September, Chris Cottingham became 
associate pastor for music/worship and 
student ministries at Westfield Baptist 
Church in Dunn, N . C .  
MARRIAGES: Wil l iam "Chip" Rice and 
Barbara Wahr, February 29, 2008. They 
live in Portland, Ore. 
Seceli lynn Ravan and Robert Thomason 
Barrett, October 2 5 .  They live in Greenvil le 
where she is employed with lnfor G lobal 
Solutions and he with the U.S. Marshal 
Service. 
ADOPTION: Ben and Emily Monday 
Nibal i ,  a daughter, Ava Faith, born 
August 2 1 .  They live in Maryvil le, Tenn .  
BIRTHS: Kerik '97 and Rosemary 
Cancro Cox, a son, Kalin Alexander, 
Ju ly 5. They live in Geneva, N .Y. Kerik 
is an assistant professor of plant pathology 
and plant microbe biology at Cornell 
University, where Rosemary is a research 
associate. 
George and Donna-leigh Eichor Harmon, 
a daughter, Audie Leigh, Ju ly  30. They live 
in Simpsonville, S .C .  
Dan and Jennifer Freeman Lepori, 
a son, James Michael, December 1 5, 2007, 
Maywood, N . J .  Jennifer earned a master's 
degree in educational leadership from 
the College of St. Elizabeth in 2007 and 
received the John J. Riordan Leadership 
Award. 
Vince and Maya Helz Pack, a son, Jonah 
David, August 5 .  They live in Taylors, S .C .  
Fabio and Jul ie West Torres, a daughter, 
Hai ley Isabel, September 1 ,  Fort Worth, 
Texas. 
97 
Cardiologist Andrew Fowler has joined 
the staff of the C hattanooga (Tenn.) Heart 
Institute. He completed his internship and 
residency at the Un iversity of Alabama­
B i rmingham and did a cardiology fellow­
ship at the Medical Un iversity of South 
Carolina. 
Brad Harmon earned his P h . D. in counsel­
ing and student personnel services from 
the Un iversity of Georgia. He is now asso­
ciate director of residence life at Furman. 
Amy Chastain Moore of Atlanta, 
a postdoctoral fellow in cancer research 
at Vanderbilt Un iversity Medical Center, 
has joined the Georgia Cancer Coalition 
as manager of research programs. 
BIRTHS: Ely and Farrar Johnston 
Abbott, a son, Jack, December 1 8, 2007. 
They live in  Atlanta. 
Arthur and Brenda Christy, a daughter, 
Brooke Ann marie, June 6. They live 
in Suffolk, Va. 
Scott and Emi ly Slayton Fritz, a son, 
Zachary Edward, June 3 .  They live in 
Blacksburg, Va. 
Drew and Heather Sandison Heffner, 
a son, Duncan Edward, March 1 1 ,  2008. 
They l ive in St. Louis, Mo. ,  where Drew 
is an attorney for the city and Heather 
has started her own legal practice. 
Andrew and Shelley Bridwell Noble, 
a son, Matthew Joseph, May 8, Atlanta. 
Jason and J u lie Glasser Stebbins, 
a son, Jacob Michael, May 22. They live 
in  Dallas, Ga .  
9 8  
Valerie Horsley has joined the faculty 
at Yale Un iversity as an assistant professor 
in the field of molecular, cell and develop­
mental biology. 
BIRTHS: Stephen and Keren Adelaar, 
a son, Samuel Fulton, September 12 ,  
Richmond, Va. 
Kevin and Krista Stewart, a daughter, 
Addison Reese, November 1 ,  Loganvil le, 
Ga. Kevin teaches and coaches at Oconee 
County High School and is f in ishing his 
dissertation on adapted physical education. 
Rhett '97 and Molly Warmoth Watson, 
a daughter, Aubrey-Kate Olivia, April 24. 
Rhett is a chemistry professor at the Uni­
versity of South Carolina and Molly is quality 
control supervisor at Pharmaceutical 
Associates, Inc. They live in Greer, S .C .  
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Stewart a n d  Tiffany Wil l iams Watson, 
a son, James Stewart, March 1 1 ,  2008, 
Greenvil le. 
99 
T H I S  YEAR I S  R E U N I O N !  
BIRTHS: Michael and Tricia Casto Fuller, 
a son, Mason Michael, September 30.  
They l ive in Cul lman,  Ala .  
M ike and Katherine Roberts Goldberg, 
a son, Evan McCartney, June 23. They 
live in Waipahu, Hawai i .  
Woody and Jenni  Kali l  '00 O'Dell, a son, 
Henry Earl, May 2 5 .  Woody is a partner 
with the Cauthorn, Nohr & O'Del l  law firm 
in Marietta, Ga., and Jenni operates her 
own interior design firm. 
0 0  
Daniel Hughes, a n  attorney i n  Greenvil le 
and an accomplished distance runner, won 
the Spinx Half-Marathon in  October with 
a time of 1 : 1 1 .44. 
MARRIAG ES: laura Elizabeth Johnson 
and Scott James Stephan, October 1 8 .  
Laura i s  a doctoral candidate in  molecular 
medicine at the University of Virginia and 
Scott is completing his residency in  head 
and neck surgery at the Un iversity of 
Virgin ia Medical Center. 
Jackie Smith and Robert Carson, August 
10. Both are employed at James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Va., Jackie 
as associate head coach of the women's 
basketball team and Robert as assistant 
director for student-athlete services. 
Brittany Wil l iams and Jeff Burnett, 
September 27. Brittany is the campa ign 
director at Un ited Way of Metropolitan 
Atlanta. 
BIRTHS: H.J. and Ashley Kamphaus 
Brathwaite, a son, Henry John Llewellyn 
Brathwaite V, April 1 3, Raleigh, N .C .  
Heath and Paula Banas Duncan, 
a daughter, Annabelle Ruth, October 30. 
They live in  B luffton, S .C .  
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David and Katie Powell Howard, twin 
daughters, Grace Alexis and Rebecca 
Emi ly, August 2 1 ,  Atlanta. 
Dave '97 and Liz lee Johnson, twins, 
Henry and E l l ie, February 28, 2008. 
They l ive in Greensboro, N .C .  
M ichael and Stacey Hamilton Morgan, 
a son, Jacob M ichael, February 1 1 ,  2008. 
They live in  Woodstock, Ga. 
Jason and Rachel Nicholas, a son, 
Noah Nathaniel ,  September 8.  They 
live in  Charleston, Tenn .  
0 1  
Kristina Groce is currently a predoctoral 
resident in psychology with the Virginia 
Beach (Va.) City Publ ic Schools. She 
is scheduled to receive her doctorate 
in psychology from North Carol ina State 
Un iversity in May. 
Kristin Stephens is a seventh grade art 
teacher at Washington (D.C.) Latin Public 
Charter School. 
MARRIAG ES: Stephen Christopher 
Bowden and Lee Brady Wilson, August 23 .  
He is an associate at  the  New York office 
of the K i rkland & Ellis law firm, and she 
is an associate at Connel l  Foley. 
Anne Gooden and Scott Ryan Erickson, 
J u ly 1 9. They live in  Atlanta. 
Shelby Brianne Green and Daniel  
Randolph Holman, August 16.  They 
live in State College, Pa. She is a special 
education teacher at the Nittany Valley 
Charter School and he is assistant men's 
tennis coach at Penn State University. 
Ashley Harwell and Mark Norton, 
July 26. They live in  Hattiesburg, M iss. 
Marcie Katherine Hocking and 
Christopher Allen Sprankle, October 25 .  
They live in  Wash ington, D .C . ,  where 
Marcie is a project d irector at the Smith­
sonian Institution and Chris is mid-Atlantic 
sales director for Sweda, Inc. 
Jamie Morrison and Erik Reid Sandin 
'03, June 13.  They l ive in Atlanta. 
BIRTHS: Ryan '98 and Miriam Tal ley 
Brooks, a son, E l l iot Edgemon, May 14.  
They live in  Greer, S .C .  
Brandon and Katie Fey '02 Drafts, 
a daughter, Hannah Michel le, August 23 .  
Brandon is completing h i s  internal medicine 
residency at Wake Forest Un iversity Baptist 
Medical Center in  Winston-Salem, N . C .  
Drew a n d  Katie Wyatt Johnson, a son, 
Wyatt Robert, August 1 1 ,  Smyrna, Ga. 
Chris and Jeny Bishop Kerscher, a son, 
Jack, September 20. Jeny, who earned 
an M BA from Clemson University, works 
in the Admissions Office at Furman .  
Chris i s  North American growth manager 
for M il l iken. 
Jason and Jenni Brill White, a son, 
Jeffrey Dale, May 19. Jenni is an attorney 
in  Dayton, Oh io, with the firm of Freund, 
Freeze & Arnold. 
02 
Matthew De5.antis has become an 
assistant professor in  the Department 
of Political Science at High Point (N.C. )  
Un iversity. 
MARRIAGES: Maya Pai and Neal 
Kamal Chawla, September 6. She works 
in disaster response and corporate com­
munications at the national headquarters 
of the American Red Cross in Washington, 
D.C. He is an emergency physician at 
lnova Fairfax Hospita l .  
Andy Valkanoff and Christina Cummings, 
August 23 .  They live in Raleigh, N .C .  
BIRTHS: Joseph '03  and Teresa leersen 
Hoover, a son, Ryan Abraham, August 8 .  
They live in Taylors, S .C .  
Joseph '03  and Elizabeth Wright Osborn, 
a daughter, Lucy E l iza, September 25 .  
They live in  Roach, Mo .  
Joel and Andrea Adams Sellers, a son, 
Ryland M ichael, August 28, Columbia, S C. 
03 
Hunter Price received a Master of Arts 
degree in early American history from Ohio 
State University in August and has become 
a research analyst with the Advisory Board 
Company, a Washington, D.C.-based 
healthcare consulting firm. 
MARRIAGES: Meredith Martin 
and Jay A'Hern, October 1 1 .  They 
live in  Columbia, S .C . ,  where Meredith 
teaches art and Jay is an attorney. 
Stephanie Whitener and Peter 
Tecklenburg, November 29. Stephanie 
is a fund-raiser for Ashley Hall School 
in  Charleston, S .C .  Peter is the transpor­
tation planner for the Charleston Area 
Regional Transportation Authority. 
BIRTH: Steven and Erin Schneider 
Hearnden. a son, Gavin, Ju ly 1 7, Greenvi l le. 
Erin works as an independent consultant 
for the Pampered Chef. 
04 
T H I S  Y E A R  IS  R E U N I O N !  
Stephanie Gunter of Arl i ngton, Va., 
has become the events and outreach 
manager for the New America Foundation, 
a public policy think tank. 
Janna Deloach Pennington has been 
named coordinator of student engage­
ment at Georgia Southern Un iversity 
in Statesboro. 
Kelly Morrow earned her Doctor of 
J urisprudence degree from the C harleston 
(S.C.)  School of Law. 
Jason Peterson, a graduate of the Uni­
versity of South Carol ina School of Law, 
recently passed the Georgia Bar and has 
joined the Atlanta office of Jones Day. 
MARRIAGES: Anna DuPre Anderson 
and M ichael Eugene Goldston, September 
27. They live in  New Orleans. He is an 
aviator in the U .S .  Navy and is a Navy ROTC 
instructor at Tulane University. Anna earned 
a Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from 
the Medical U n iversity of South Carol ina. 
Emily Chi lton and Kristopher Kasik,  
August 23 .  They l ive i n  Fairfax, Va. ,  where 
she is an attorney and he attends George 
Washington University. 
Madeline Emi ly Clark and Robert 
Mavrogordato, August 2. Madel ine 
is pursuing a Ph . D .  i n  education policy 
at Vanderbilt Un iversity in  Nashvil le, Tenn . ,  
and Robert works in  pharmaceutical sales. 
El izabeth Gold G riffin and Brad 
Westbrook, October 1 1 .  She is a social 
worker with the Forsyth County (Ga.) 
School System and he is co-founder 
of Catalyst Retail Group, a real estate 
brokerage company. 
Elizabeth McNeill  and Tom Sherrard, 
October 4 .  They live in Louisville, Ky. 
Sarah Katherine Swiger and Ryan 
Benjamin Lyford, August 30. Katie is pur­
suing a master's degree in Engl ish through 
the Bread loaf School at M iddlebury Col lege 
in  Vermont, and Ryan is employed with the 
U S Department of State Foreign Service. 
They live in Arl ington, Va. 
BIRTH: Cl int  and Kelsey Ruebush Grant, 
a son, Liam Vedder, May 8, Summervi l le, 
s c  
O S  
Jay McKnight of Greenvil le has become 
a commercial l i nes risk advisor at Assure­
South Inc . ,  an independent insurance 
agency. 
MARRIAG ES: John Hunter Allen 
and Kelly Ann Rentz, October 25. Kelly 
Ann is a registered nurse i n  the Greenvil le 
Hospital System and John is pursuing 
a Master of Arts degree in  teaching from 
Clemson U n iversity. 
Heather Bauguess and Mark Hearne 
Tucker, October 25. They l ive in  Atlanta. 
Sara Blackburn Clark and David Mark 
Perry, May 1 7. Both are fourth-year 
students at the Medical Un iversity of 
South Carol ina  in Charleston. She is 
studying i n  the School of Pharmacy 
and he is in the M . D./Ph . D .  program. 
Brian Joseph Fisher and Jessica lauren 
Moore, May 1 0. Both are in  their th i rd 
year at the U n iversity of South Carol ina 
School of Law i n  Columbia.  
Jessica Erin Hawley and David N icholas 
Sharp, October 1 8 .  They live in  Greenvil le. 
Jessica is completing her master's degree 
at Converse College and is employed by the 
YWCA. David is completing his bachelor's 
degree at the Un iversity of South Carol ina­
Upstate. 
JAEL G A D S D E N  TAKES A T U R N  I N  T H E  SPOTLIGHT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
For five years Jael Gadsden ' 0 1  had been l iv ing in  
Los Angeles, pursu ing her dream of a career i n  music. 
She'd enjoyed some l im ited success. Whi le 
working at an ad agency, she'd picked up perform ing 
g igs i n  c lubs and restau rants on n ights and weekends. 
She'd written a n umber of songs and recorded 
"The Journey," a CD that is ava i lable on- l ine at 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jaelmusic. She'd appeared 
in  commercials and had a bit role in "American 
Dreamz," a 2006 fi lm parody of "American Ido l . "  
But al l  that  pa led i n  comparison to what happened 
last spring, when she was named the grand champion 
of the 2008 Li ncoln Spot l ight songwrit ing contest. 
The competition invited people to create an orig­
inal song and video promoting one of the l uxury car's 
brand truths: "advancing the American dream, explor­
ing what it means to reach h igher, dar ing to do more 
and taking pride in one's history." 
For Gadsden, the themes hit close to home. 
She says, "It gave me the opportunity to write about 
a topic I feel very strongly about . "  
C hoosing an i nstrumental track from several pro­
vided by the contest sponsor, she penned an affi rming, 
upbeat song titled " Your Season" and, with the help 
of friends from the ad agency, put together a video. 
She submitted her entry last February - then waited 
Jae/ with Bila/ (left) and Common in Chicago. 
as the publ ic  voted on- l ine for their  favorites. She 
remained i n  the runn ing as the field of candidates 
was whittled to 20, 1 0  and, f ina l ly, to 5 .  
At that point industry judges stepped in  t o  pick 
the winner. 
In May, she got the ca l l  she'd hoped for. The 
award brought a $ 1 0,000 prize, a featured video 
on www. l i ncoln lounge.com, and an opening spot 
at a 2008 performance by G rammy-winn ing, hip-hop 
superstar Common. 
The big n ight came September 2 7  at a benefit 
concert at C h icago's House of B lues, where she hob­
knobbed with Common and other artists (B i la l, 
Wii . I . Am, Floetry), got the fu l l  red-carpet treatment, 
and sang " Your Season"  before an appreciative audi­
ence.  The scene was remin iscent of a nother moment 
seven years earl ier, when she and three Furman 
classmates, who had a s inging group cal led " Ebone," 
performed on " Showtime at the Apollo" at New 
York's famed Apollo Theatre. 
O n ly this t ime i t  wasn't amateur n ight .  
The House of  Blues performance has brought 
Gadsden a good deal of press and a n umber of new 
contacts in  the music industry. "It doesn't hurt to say 
that you've opened for someone l i ke Common," she 
says. "And being able to write and perform your own 
material tends to make you stand out more . "  
As  she d iscusses her  plans, wh ich  i nc lude record­
ing another CD, her voice exudes a q u iet determination 
and a serene confidence that even greater success l ies 
ahead . And if  noth ing  else, the L incoln Spotl ight award 
has provided her the best opportu n ity yet to share her 
music with the world. 
- JIM STEWART 
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S H I RLEY K E E PS O N  PU S H I N G  T H E  E D UCATIONAL E NVELOPE 
Poetry a n d  teach i n g  have m u c h  in  common.  
A good poet and a great teacher both beckon us 
to thresholds where experience and expression come 
together and fling open doors to some wider mystery, 
some larger "Aha . "  
B o b  Shi rley knows this. As a poet and a teacher, 
a dreamer and a doer, he is convinced that education 
is dynamic  and vital, and that visionary schools shape 
visionary citizens. 
Which is why, at the age of 73, Sh i rley is sti l l  
mentoring faculty, monitoring carpool traffic and 
roaming hal lways decorated with the  shaky cursive 
of th ird-graders and their crayon- i l lustrated stories. 
" I  realized I can't stand retirement," says Shir ley, 
a 1 958 Furman graduate who "retired" as head of 
Heathwood Hal l  Episcopal School in  Columbia, S . C ., 
in 2000. During h is  22-year tenure at the two-time 
National Blue R ibbon Award-winn ing school, he 
i nstituted a crit ical th ink ing program and an outdoor 
leadership development program and oversaw a s ig­
n ificant jump in  enrol lment and endowment, bolstered 
by two substantial capital campaigns. 
He had earned a rest, but after three weeks 
of retirement he was bored and antsy. So he ju mped 
at an invitation to be interim head at Gaston Day School 
in  North Carol ina.  After two weeks there, Shirley cal led 
h is  wife and announced, "Thrace, I'm back home." 
He served su bsequent interim stints at a school 
in  Boston and at the Columbia M useum of Art before 
returning to work full time in 2005 at Charleston 
Colleg iate School, located 20 minutes outside South 
Carolina's Holy C ity amid the magn ificently graceful 
oaks of rural Johns Is land.  
Charleston Collegiate, a private school with 
a diverse, wide-ranging constituency, has been a stim­
u lat ing chal lenge and satisfying closing act for Sh i rley. 
He arrived i ntend ing  to spend a year help ing to stabi l ize 
the struggl ing school, which had recently changed 
its name and lost its headmaster. 
" I  looked at the data and realized this was not 
a one-year job. It's difficult to recast this school as 
a progressive school in  a conservative community," 
notes Shir ley, a blue-dog Democrat and stalwart 
advocate for diversity. (While teaching at Summit 
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School in  Winston-Salem, N .C . .  in  1 966, 
he joined with h is  headmaster to pay 
the tu ition for the school's first African­
American student.) 
" We're trying to look to the future, 
not to the past," he says. "This school 
has the potential for being a real jewel, 
a much-needed breath of fresh air i n  
Charleston . "  
Lorin Anderson, who served as 
Shirley's Ph.D.  advisor at the U n iversity 
of South Carol ina, points out that " Bob 
has stepped in  to rescue any number 
of struggl ing schools. His track record 
is absolutely incred ible.  He's energized 
by d ifficult situations." 
With his sneaky/wise smile and Southern gentle­
man's gift of gab, Sh i r ley seems more the adoring 
school grandfather than hard-driving headmaster. 
Charleston Colleg iate's cozy size (275 students, 
pre-K to grade 1 2, with 24 percent minority enrollment, 
the h ighest among private schools in  Charleston) is well 
su ited to his hands-on a pproach. 
'' I 'm con�tantly working with the faculty, retra in­
ing the teachers," he says. " I  long for teachers who 
make knowledge in  the c lassroom, not who br ing 
knowledge to the classroom."  He's most proud of 
"putting together an eager, young, dynamic, diverse 
faculty," 75 percent of whom have master's degrees. 
A born teacher - during his early years as 
a Mar ine and a banker, he taught soldiers commun i ­
cation sk i l l s  and set u p  a teller-tra in ing school - Shirley 
pays little heed to trad it ional educational strateg ies 
l i ke strict curriculum standards and standard ized tests. 
I nstead he embraces such concepts as creative, col lab­
orative learning and personalized i nstruction. He's 
a passionate reformer who bel ieves that education 
is fundamenta l ly about active engagement. 
And actively engaged he is, both in the private 
and publ ic school rea lms. "We'l l  be better when publ ic 
schools are better, and publ ic schools wi l l  be better 
when we're better," he bel ieves. 
As fou nder and executive d i rector of the National 
Center for Independent School Renewal, Shi rley is 
a catalyst for educational innovation across the cou ntry 
and a leader in the national debate on school change. 
I n  2000 he was honored with South Carol ina's Order 
of the Si lver C rescent for h is  contributions to education 
and his work on a publ ic  school reform in itiative cal led 
" South Carolina Re: Learn ing ."  He also serves as 
president of the New Morning Foundation, which 
seeks to reduce teen pregnancy in  South Carol ina.  
" I  bel ieve in  being outs ide the box," says Sh i rley, 
a published poet who looks forward to writing more 
once his work at Charleston Colleg iate is complete. 
The irony of his out-of-the-box th ink ing, however, 
is that h is  "new school "  vision is based on classic 
old school concepts, such as req u ir ing "exhib it ion 
of mastery," s imi lar to the old "declamation" when 
seniors delivered a final  paper before faculty and peers. 
It's true that sometimes tak ing steps forward 
requ i res taking a few steps back, and Shi rley is eager 
to step forward - back to a time when learning is 
done by the heart as wel l  as the mind. " Bob is l i ke 
E. F. H utton," says Anderso n .  " He th inks one chi ld 
at a t ime, one parent at a t ime, one school  at a ti me, 
and he makes decisions based on the immediacy 
of those concerns. He's motivated by real people 
in  his care on a daily basis. And that's a prescription 
for excellence for a nyone in  education."  
- STEPHANIE HUNT 
The author is a free-lance writer in Charleston. 
Rachel Livingston and Joseph Popkowski, 
October 1 1 .  They live in  Roswel l ,  Ga. She 
is an underwriter for Hartford Insurance 
Company and he is an underwriter for AI G .  
Dylan Rebil lot a n d  Katie Vagovic '07, 
February 1 6, 2008. They live in  C incinnati, 
Ohio, where Katie works in the local 
hospital system and Dylan works in d ig ital 
marketing at Procter & Gamble. 
Adam Sarver and Lauren White, August 2. 
They live in lrmo, S .C .  
0 6  
Ryan Clark has joined ShowCase Mar­
keting in  Greenvil le, where he works 
in  business development and sales. 
Rod Kelley is pursuing a Master of Science 
in  H ig her Education degree at Florida State 
University. 
MARRIAGES: Carol ine El izabeth Huff 
and John Matthew Jantz, August 2 .  
They live in Lebanon, Tenn. J o h n  i s  
a pharmacy intern with Walgreen's 
Corporation and attends Lipscomb 
University College of Pharmacy. Carol ine 
is the marketing coordinator for Petty 
Orthopaedics. 
Christen Ruth Jones and Nathaniel 
James Hodges Ill ,  August 1 6 . They l ive 
in  Nashvil le, Ten n .  
D e b  Mathis a n d  Jason Read, M a y  1 0 .  
Both work for Upward Un l imited in  
Spartanburg, S .C .  
Matthew Clement Storey and Tianna 
Lynn Casto, July 1 9. They live in  Kingsport, 
Tenn . ,  where Matthew is a mechanical 
eng ineer in the technology division 
of Eastman Chemical Company. 
07 
James "Gib" Pennington i s  a member 
of the Class of 2 0 1 2  at the Un iversity 
of South Alabama Col lege of Medicine. 
David S ibley was awarded a Master of 
Science degree in chemistry from Furman 
last August. H e  now l ives in New York 
City and is pursu ing a Master of Div in ity 
degree at the General Theological 
Seminary of the Episcopal Church. 
Stephanie Sul l ivan of Greenville has 
started a Web site for her jewelry business, 
www. lexiquestudios.com. 
08 
Blaine Hart has joined Grubb & El l is/ 
The Furman Co. in Greenvil le as a leasing 
agent. 
Felix Stanziola works with Fluor i n  
Greenvil le a s  a senior operations and 
maintenance special ist. 
Brett Taysom is pursu ing a master's 
degree in  earth and environmental science 
at the College of Charleston (S.C .) 
MARRIAG E:  Joseph Dowsley and 
Sarah McChesney, September 1 3 .  
They l ive in  Humboldt, Tenn. 
DEATHS 
Margaret L igon Gi l l iam '32 ,  October 8, 
Easley, S.C. She taught for many years in 
Greenvi l le County and was instrumental 
in  developing programs to provide train ing  
for aspiring artists. A member of  the 
advisory board for the establishment of 
the Greenvil le F ine Arts Center, she was 
co-author of an elementary art g uide that 
was adopted in  many states and Canada, 
and she was frequently invited to speak 
and make presentations at educational 
conferences. She was deeply involved in 
a host of community organizations and in 
arts activities throughout South Carol ina .  
She was included in Outstanding Educators 
of America and Personalities of the South 
and was a South Carolina delegate to the 
International Art Conference in  Florence, 
Italy. 
Thomas M i lton Hamby '35, September 
24, B i rm ing ham, Ala. For more than 50 
years he was pastor of Baptist churches 
in  Indiana and Alabama, retiring from the 
First Baptist Church of Ta l ladega. He wrote 
lessons for the Adult Teacher's Book, the 
Young People Teacher's Book and the 
Adult Sunday School Quarterly. He also 
wrote two books, Christ and the Cross and 
Settlement of the Blue Ridge. He served 
as president of the Alabama Baptist 
Pastor's Conference and held leadership 
roles with the Alabama Baptist Executive 
Board and the State Baptist Convention. 
Frances West Metts '35, October 6, 
Anderson, S . C .  She taught school in  
the North Carolina counties of  Gaston 
and Lincoln for 20 years and continued 
as a substitute teacher after her retirement. 
She was one of the first volunteers and 
organizers for Meals on Wheels of 
Lincolnton, N . C .  
J u l i a  Irwin Wright ' 3 6 ,  September 22 ,  
Greenvil le. She was a talented viol in ist 
and taught school in  Greenvil le and in 
Richburg, S .C .  
Maurie latham Carter '37 ,  October 30, 
Allendale, S . C .  She was retired from the 
Allendale Department of Social Services, 
having been director of the food stamp 
department for many years. 
Martha Horton Hobson '37, October 1 0, 
Clemson, S .C .  She was secretary to the 
president of Emory U niversity and also 
served as a kindergarten and third grade 
teacher. She was active with Meals 
on Wheels and other volunteer programs. 
Lela Amelia Tindal Edwards '38, 
November 1 5, Summerton, S.C. She 
taught for many years at schools in  
the southeastern part of  the state. 
Grace Pearson Plowden Hudson '39, 
November 27, Ashevil le, N.C. She retired 
from Shriners Hospital where she was 
involved in the music therapy program. 
She also taught piano, worked with 
chi ldren's choirs and accompan ied 
the Deerfield Chorus of Ashevil le. 
Ruby Carolyn Jones Culbertson '40, 
August 1 3, Greenville. She was a music 
teacher and a church pianist. 
El izabeth Marsh Kennedy '40, October 
4,  North Augusta, S .C .  She taught school 
for 39 years and was the first president 
of Hammond H i l l  School PTA. 
Roger Hardeman Patterson, Sr. '40, 
August 1 9, Greenvi l le .  He served in the 
U .S .  Air Force during World War I I  and 
was the retired owner of Pat's Tech Supply. 
He was founder of the Prevent Alcohol 
Problems Association, Inc., through which 
he made presentations to churches, schools, 
and civic and government organizations. 
He was affil iated with the American 
Council on Alcohol Problems, served as 
a commissioner on the Greenville County 
Alcohol and Drug Commission, and was 
a member of the Greenville County Board 
of Health and the Greenvil le County Safe 
Communities Coal it ion. He was a recipient 
of the Order of the Silver Crescent from 
the state of South Carolina and of the 
C hairman's Award from Greenvil le County 
Counci l .  
Sarah Putman Baumgardner '41 , 
September 1 5, Greenvil le. She was active 
with a number of civic and service 
organizations. 
Vello M. Forrester '41 , August 14,  
Greenvi l le .  He was a pastor in  Kentucky 
whi le a student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, after which he 
returned to South Carol ina and continued 
his min istry in  churches in  Johnston, 
Columbia and Lancaster County. After 
retiring he held several long-term interim 
pastorates. He served three five-year terms 
as a trustee of the South Carolina Baptist 
Hospital System 
Martha Bramlett Hiott '41 , August 1 3, 
Greenvi l le .  She taught at Paris Elementary 
School. 
Rachel Annette Pou Young '41 ,  Apri l 1 0, 
Alameda, Calif. She was a primary grade 
school teacher in  Nevada and Colorado 
before settling in Alameda, where she 
retired in  1 983.  She enjoyed the arts 
and outdoor activities. 
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Vester M .  Boyter '42, September 3 ,  
Moore, S .C .  He was a retired employee 
of Southern Wood Piedmont and was 
founder of Boyter's Lures. He was 
a member of the Fishing C lub of America, 
an honorary member of the Antique Lure 
Col lectors of South Carolina and a member 
of the South Carolina Chess C lub.  
Jesse Talmadge Mayfield '42, August 1 5, 
Columbia, S .C .  An Army Air Corps veteran 
of World War II and the Korean Conflict, 
he was employed with Greenwood Packing 
Plant. He was a Mason and a member of 
Kiwanis and Travelers Protective Agency, 
and he served on the advisory board 
of Meals on Wheels. 
Mildred Stone Woodard '42, September 
30, Louisville, Colo. She was a longtime 
math teacher at Lafayette Centaurus High 
School. 
Helen Elizabeth Hendricks Wooten 
'42, May 2,  Tampa, F la. She was a retired 
teacher and librarian in  Greenville County 
schools. 
Martha Jenkins Horton '44, October 24, 
Anderson, S.C. She taught in the schools 
of Anderson District 5 for many years. 
Helen E lrod Wright '45, September 25 ,  
Greenvil le. 
Alice Kay Johnston Faile '47, October 8, 
2007, Dahlonega, Ga.  She was employed 
with the Southern Baptist International 
M ission Board as a missionary in  Ghana, 
West Africa. 
Zelda King O'Bannon '47, November 1 8 ,  
Barnwell, S C .  A n  accomplished artist, she 
taught for 30 years in  the South Carolina 
public schools and continued to teach art 
after her retirement. She was active in 
church work, a former president of the 
Barnwell Garden Club and a member of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
John Grover Roach, Jr. '47, February 1 1 ,  
2008, Marion, N . C .  H e  started Pleasant 
Gardens Fire Department and helped to 
start Hospice of McDowell County. He 
was a member of the Board of Health 
in  the Tri-County area and of the Counci l  
on Aging. He was also on the board for 
Habitat for Humanity, was a member of 
Boy Scouts of America Piedmont Counci l  
and was a recipient of the Si lver Beaver 
Award. He served in the U .S .  Army 
and the North Carolina National Guard. 
John Monroe King '48, November 9, 
Greenvil le. After working briefly as an 
accountant with a Greenvil le firm, he 
joined the Furman business office in 1 949 
and worked at the un iversity for more 
than 34 years, reti r ing in  1 983. He was 
an accountant in  the business office and 
later became assistant business manager. 
For several years he also served as business 
manager of athletics, and he retired as 
supervisor of housing services. He was 
a U .S  Marine Corps veteran of World 
War II in the Pacific Theatre. 
Alvin Pickens Barker '49, September 1 1, 
Snellvi l le, Ga .  He was a retired Baptist 
minister. 
Jul ia Lynette Nealy Cassell '49, October 
7, Pickens, S .C .  She was retired from State 
Farm Insurance Agency and was a recipient 
of the C ivitan of the Year award. 
Betty Jo Sloan Fersner '49, November 7, 
Folly Beach, S .C .  She began her teaching 
career in Joanna, S .C . ,  before moving to 
Orangeburg, S .C . ,  where she taught ele­
mentary music and later served as choral 
E D U CATI O N  I N I TIATIVE N A M E D  IN H O N O R  OF R I CHARD R I LEY 
Laureate Education h a s  announced an international 
scholarship in itiative named in  honor of Richard W 
R i ley ' 54, U . S .  Secretary of Education u nder B i l l  C l i nton 
and a champion of making h igher education accessible 
to those i n  need. 
The announcement was 
made December 3 by former 
president Cl inton and Douglas 
L .  Becker, chief executive 
officer of Laureate 
Education, at the C l inton Global I n itiative Asia 
meeting in  Hong Kong.  Laureate will award 1 ,000 
Richard W. R i l ey scholarships to deserving teachers 
around the world to help them earn an advanced 
degree in education, business or information 
technology. 
Laureate International U n iversities is a global 
network of 42 accredited campus-based and on- l ine 
un iversities offering undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs to nearly 500,000 students. 
R i ley served as Secretary of Education from 1 993 
to 2001 ,  during which time he spearheaded in it iatives 
to improve academic standards and expand college 
grants and loans programs. In 2008 he was named 
one of the 20th centu ry's "Ten Best Cabinet Members" 
by Time magazine. 
From 1 979 to 1 987 he was governor of South 
Carol ina, where he also championed education reform. 
He is currently an attorney i n  Greenvi l le and vice cha ir  
of the Furman board of trustees. Furman's R i ley I nsti­
tute and Richard W. R i ley Hall are named in  h is  honor. 
In 2008, Walden University, a member of the 
Laureate I nternational Un iversities network, named 
its College of Education after R i ley. Walden has 
announced that it will provide 100 ful l  scholarships 
through the Laureate progra m .  Recipients will be 
d i rector at Orangeburg-Wilkinson High 
School. She was president of the South 
Carolina Music Educators Association 
from 1 985 to 1 987 and was a member 
of the association's executive board for 
more than 27 years. She was inducted 
into its Ha l l  of Fame in 1 9 9 1 .  
Will iam Joseph Nolan, Jr. '49, August 3 1 ,  
Rock H i l l ,  S .C .  He worked in  his father's 
jewelry store in  Charlotte, N . C . ,  as a cost 
accountant for Buckeye Cotton and Oi l ,  
and in  sales for Lance Cracker Corporation 
until he joined the U . S .  Navy in  1 944. 
Following mi litary service and graduation 
from Furman, he became an ordained 
minister and served as pastor of churches 
in  Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and the 
Carol inas, retir ing from First Baptist Church 
of Spindale, N .C. .  in 1 975 .  He then obtained 
real estate and contractor l i censes and 
formed a successful partnership with 
his son, B i l l .  He and his wife, Gloria, also 
served as foster parents for many years. 
Ann Jones Poore '49, September 1 3, 
Greer, S C. She was a retired teacher with 
the Greenvi l le County School District and 
also taught at Greenvi l le  Technical College. 
She was a member of the South Carol ina 
Walk ing Horse Association and the S .C .  
Walking Horse Hal l  of Fame. 
Grady Harding Summer '49, August 20, 
Louisvil le, Ga.  After earning a graduate 
degree from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he returned to South Carol ina 
to serve Townvi l le  Baptist Church and teach 
at Anderson College. He was then cal led 
to Louisvil le Fi rst Baptist Church, where 
he worked for 28 years until retir ing in 
1 986. He later served as interim pastor 
for a number of churches in the Louisvil le 
area. He served on the Georgia Baptist 
Executive Committee and the Georgia 
Baptist Hospital Board. He was a moder­
ator of the Hephzibah Baptist Convention 
and taught in the Georgia Baptist Extension 
Program. He was a U .S .  Army veteran .  
N O M I NAT I O N S  SOUGHT FOR BAPTIST H E R ITAG E AWAR D  
On March 24 Furman w i l l  name t h e  1 Oth recipient of 
the Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award. The honor 
is presented during the annual Founders Convocation to 
a Furman graduate who "reflects Baptist ideals by th inking 
crit ical ly, l iv ing compassionately and mak i ng life-changing 
commitments." 
her graduation year, and a description of how the ind i­
v i dua l  qua l if ies for the award through works, service 
and activities. Supporting documents, examples and 
references are welcome. 
The award acknowledges Furman's found ing heritage 
that forged a viable relat ionsh ip between faith and learn­
ing. As the award description states, " I n  the tradition 
Nominators should also i nclude their name, address 
and contact i nformation .  The selection committee 
requests that nominees not be i nformed that they are 
being considered . 
For add itional information or to submit a nomination, 
contact Frank G ra nger ' 8 1 ,  274 Hunn icutt Drive, Athens, 
Ga., 30606, cfghome@bellsouth.net 
of the un ivers ity 's namesake, the recipient combines 
col laborative activity, visionary leadersh ip  and creative 
in itiatives that result in opportun ities for ind ividuals 
and i nstitutions a l i ke to strengthen, expand and translate 
the relationsh i p  between faith and learning . "  
T h e  selection committee is seeking nomi nations 
for consideration this year and i n  the future. Nomi nations 
should i nc lude a current vita on the nominee, h is  or 
Recipients of the Richard Furman Baptist Heritage 
Award s ince 2000 are Cecil  P. Staton, J r. ' 80, Charles 
Frank  "T" Thomas ' 7 1 ,  L i l l ian Brock Flemming ' 7 1 ,  David 
L. Odom ' 8 1 ,  Daniel B. McGee '56, Margaret A .  " Peggy" 
Haymes '82,  Kyle D .  Matthews ' 86, Anthony W McDade 
'79 and Wil l iam H.  Be l l inger ' 7 2 .  
Alva Romayne Hamilton ' 50, October 9 ,  
Easley, S .C .  He was a teacher, coach and 
principal i n  several South Carol ina schools. 
A game warden in  Beaufort County, he 
was a former Easley city counci lman and 
a U .S .  Navy veteran .  
Will iam Short ' 50, J u n e  6 ,  Des Moines, 
Wash. For 30 years unti l  his retirement 
in  1 992, he was head of the science division 
and chemistry department at Athens (Ala.) 
College (now Un iversity). He earned 
a master's degree in  organic chemistry 
from the Un iversity of South Carol ina 
and a master's and doctorate in  bio­
chemistry from the U n iversity of Alabama 
Medical School. He also conducted cancer 
research at Southern Research Institute 
in  B irmingham, Ala. He was a U .S .  Navy 
veteran of World War I I .  
Patsy Murphy Tripp ' 50, September 1 0, 
Powdersville, S .C .  She was retired from 
Easley (S C .) H igh School. 
Joe Payne Waters, Jr. ' 50, June 1 6, 
Florence, S .C .  He was a U .S .  Army veteran 
and a member of the National Guard and 
the Army Reserves. He was a longtime 
funeral d i rector and owner of Waters 
Funeral Home. He was a member of 
the American Leg ion, a former member 
of Florence Rotary C lub and a former 
Florence city counci lman. 
leo Jackson "Jay" Harvey, J r. ' 5 1 , 
November 1 9, Gaffney, S .C .  He was 
the former owner/operator of Harvey's 
Drive- I n  and was a U.S .  Navy veteran .  
Harold Wayne lewis ' 5 1 ,  October 1 9, 
Taylors, S C. He was pastor of churches 
in  Indiana and South Carolina and served 
as a church planter in  Ohio with the Home 
M ission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. With his wife, Martha, he 
was appointed a foreign missionary in 
1 968 and served i n  Trinidad, Wake Island 
and Suriname for 29 years. He was author 
of A Short History of Baptists and How 
They Got to Suriname. 
Mary lee El lison McJunkin ' 52  (M.A .  
'66), November 1 4, Anderson, S .C .  She 
was an educator for more than 43 years. 
She taught at the Tamassee (S.C. )  DAR 
School and in  Anderson County and 
Pickens County schools, and later was 
a teacher and principal in  the Greenvi l le 
County School District. 
Charles Welborn Rogers '52, October 
1 6, Cross H i l l ,  S . C .  He was a U.S Army 
veteran and received a Purple Heart dur ing 
the Korean War. Whi le in  the Army, 
he was chosen to march in the inaugura l  
parade of  President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Before reti r ing he was a lead man with 
Kemet Corporation.  
Golden H .  "Buck" Cross '53,  September 
1 0, 2007, Gainesvil le, Ga.  He was an 
educator and Baptist m in ister who fin ished 
his career as a consultant for SRA Corpo­
ration. He was a ship radio officer dur ing 
World War I I  and took part in  the invasion 
of Normandy. 
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Betty Jean Enloe McKay ' 53 ,  September 
1 6 , l rmo, S . C .  She was one of the first 
two art teachers hired in  Lexington (S C . )  
District 5 and helped develop the district's 
curriculum guide to teach ing  art. In 1 982 
she received the Outstanding Service to 
Art Education Award from the S .C .  Art 
Education Association. She was a member 
of the Audubon Society, National Art 
League and National Art Education 
Association .  
Devoy W. Satterfield ' 53, September 1 5, 
N inety-Six, S .C .  He was a m in ister at 
churches in  upstate South Carol i na and 
northern Georgia .  After retirement he 
f i l led a number of interim pastorates. 
J u l ian Attaway Cave, Jr. ' 54, September 
1 9, St. Petersburg, Fla. He was priest in 
charge of St. Alban's Episcopal Church at 
the time of his death. He served a number 
of other churches throughout the South-
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Rembert "Buddy" S .  Truluck, J r. ' 56, 
November 1 4, Greenvil le. After gradu­
ating from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he served as a pastor of Baptist 
churches in  Kentucky, South Carolina and 
M ississipp i .  He was called to the Baptist 
College of Charleston (now Charleston 
Southern Un iversity) in 1 973 to work 
with students there and later worked 
at Metropolitan Community Churches 
i n  Atlanta, Nashvi l le  and San Francisco. 
In  2000 he authored the book Steps 
to Recovery from Bible Abuse. 
Nancy McManaway Young ' 56,  
October 1 0, Columbia, S .C .  A graduate 
of the Un iversity of South Carolina School 
of Law, she taught fam i ly and civi l  media­
tion on behalf of the State Bar Association 
and served on numerous committees and 
cou nci ls, inc luding the Lawyer's Fund for 
C l ient Protection and the Fami ly Law 
Counci l .  She was frequently asked to 
speak at seminars and meetings of the 
state Trial Lawyers Association .  She was 
'/ft!H HJfAfd ·7 Ut{Of dow <>ue!tJi>t{Jf?i>M <>t{l .·Ji>MSU'rf a service award winner for the S . C .  Bar 
east and in  Washington, D.C.  and was 
a former mayor of Redington Beach, F la .  
He did graduate study at the University 
of Georgia, the Un iversity of Edinburgh 
(Scotland), Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Virginia Theological Semi­
nary. Recipient of an honorary doctorate 
from Mercer Un iversity, he was a contrib­
utor to The Living Church, the National 
Episcopal weekly magazine, and other 
publications. To learn more, visit 
www.jul iancave.wordpress.com. 
Chester Grzibowski ' 54, November 6,  
New Windsor, N Y  He was retired from 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Co. 
Hugo A .  Metts ' 54,  October 25 ,  2007, 
Orangeburg, Fla. He worked for Thomp­
son Water Seal before moving to central 
Florida, where he ran Metts Appraisal 
Service, a residential property appraisal 
fi rm. He was a U.S. Army veteran. 
James T. Norwood, J r. ' 54, August 24, 
Columbia, S .C .  He taught Engl ish l i terature 
at Orangeburg (S.C.) High School, Appala­
chian State U n iversity in  Boone, N . C ., and 
Southwest Baptist U n iversity in  Bolivar, Mo. 
Richard Edward Strickland ' 55 ,  Ju ly 1 4, 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla. He was an aero­
space engineer and a test pilot in  the U . S .  
A ir  Force before becoming a weapons 
systems analyst at the Armament Labora­
tory at E lg in Air Force Base. He was directly 
i nvolved with the source selection of the 
F-1 5 a i rcraft and made s ign ificant contri­
butions to the design and selection of the 
F-1 6 .  He participated in  the design plans 
for the plane in  the movie "Top Gun . "  
Lewis Monroe Kay ' 56,  November 1 9, 
G reenvi l le .  He served with the U . S .  Air 
Force dur ing the Korean Confl ict and 
was a pharmaceutical representative 
with Parke-Davis for 36 years. 
Association Pro Bono Program and was 
a member of the S . C .  Counci l  on Alter-
native Dispute Resolution. Active in 
commun ity theatre, she also served 
on the C ity of Columbia Traffic Safety 
Committee. She was named Woman 
of the Year and Career Woman of the 
Year by the Lexington Business and 
Professional Women's Club.  
Mona Freeman Chapman ' 5 7, October 4,  
Greenvi l le.  She worked for the Cooper 
and Gary law firm in  Columbia, S .C . ,  was 
a member of the Pa lmetto Cabinet, and 
was an active civic volunteer. In Greenvi l le 
she was associated with Bur l ington I ndus­
tries for many years and was a charter 
member of the Greenvil le County Legal 
Auxi l iary. She served as admin istrative 
assistant at the Metropolitan Arts Counci l  
for 14 years. 
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D u ri n g  the Ch ristmas season, there's a good 
chance your fami ly gathered around the television 
to bask in  the nostalgia of the 1 946 J immy Stewart 
classic " It's a Wonderful Life." You cheered as the 
townspeople dumped their money on George Bai ley's 
l iving room table. You smiled as precocious tow-head 
Zuzu told her beaming parents what "Teacher says" 
about bells and angel  wings .  
What you probably didn't do,  however, is  ask 
you rself, "So what happened next7" 
It was that question that prompted commercial 
musician Bob Farnsworth to embark on his most 
unusual artistic venture yet - a film treatment and 
screenplay for " It's a Wonderful Life: The Rest 
of the Story." 
Farnsworth, a 1 974 Furman graduate and fou nder 
of Hummingbird Productions i n  Nashvi l le, Tenn . ,  is best 
known for his work on the " Budweiser Frogs" ad that 
made such a splash dur ing the 1 99 5  Super Bowl. Yet 
he sees the f i lm project as among his most meaningful 
efforts. " It's something this country rea l ly needs -
a story about forgiveness," he says. 
In  his upbeat, scattered way, Farnsworth tells 
stories peppered with references to rel ig ious leaders 
and theolog ians from Rick Warren to C . S .  Lewis to 
Friedrich Nietzsche as he riffs on the themes of grace 
and forgiveness in  his l ife. 
Reflecting on his Furman years, he reca l ls 
economics instructor James Johnson, the "most 
gracious of a l l  professors." At one point Farnsworth 
was at risk of losing his scholarship after a bout of 
mono i nterrupted h is studies.  Everything rode on 
two courses - French and economics. Although 
Farnsworth says he had a "sol id A" in  French, 
the professor gave him a B. " Mr. Farnsworth, 
you're not an A student," she sa id .  
He needed at least a B in  economics to reta i n  
h i s  scholarsh ip, but by exam time a B seemed hope­
less. He cal led Johnson the n ight before to say he 
was going to fa i l  the exam and wou ld  rather not take 
it at a l l .  The professor responded, " Mr. Farnsworth, 
you're not a fa i l ing student.  If you show u p - even 
if  you get a zero - I  wi l l  not fail you . "  Free of the fear 
of fa i lure, Farnsworth felt motivated to study a l l  n ight, 
and got an A on the exa m .  
He sees a gracious h a n d  a t  work in  h i s  professional 
l ife as wel l .  When he contacted 68-year-old Karolyn 
Grimes, who played Zuzu in " It's a Wonderful Life," 
he found her eager to reprise her role, even though 
she had not acted since her teen-age years. C hance 
meetings and serendipitous connections also enabled 
h im to present his f i lm treatment to executives from 
Walden Media, producers of the "Chronicles of Narn ia" 
movies. Whi le  no deal has been struck, Farnsworth 
has scheduled a second meet ing with Walden and 
is hopeful that doors wi l l  open for the fi l m .  
" Sometimes you a s k  God, 'Where a r e  you?' A n d  
other times pieces just come together," he says with 
confidence that his current endeavor will fa l l  into the 
latter category. 
Even doors that have closed for Farnsworth seem 
to have paved the way for his success. After a Furman 
Concert C hoir tr ip to Brazi l,  during which the group did 
mission work whi le s inging in  Belem, he felt cal led to 
spend h is  l ife pursuing such efforts, and to fund them 
through music .  A gu itarist and singer, he and his 
friend M ike Hudson '73 moved to Nashvi l le after 
graduation and were eventua l ly s igned by a record 
label .  They were bi l led as "the next S imon and 
Garfun kel," but soon thereafter " Saturday Night Fever" 
ushered in the age of d isco - and effectively k i l led, 
in Farnsworth's words, "the folksy stuff." 
Farnsworth then began working with a friend 
from his church who did commercials - and learned 
enough about the jingle business to start his own 
company, Hummingbird Productions. Its big break 
came when it landed an account with McDonald's 
and produced a host of ads. 
Over the last 30 years Hummingbird 
(www. hummingbirdproductions.com) has earned 
four C l ios (the "Oscar of the ad worl d " )  and a place 
for the Budweiser Frogs campaign in  the Clio Hall of 
Fame a longside iconic ads for Oscar Mayer Weiners 
and Apple's " 1 984" commercials, among others. 
The frogs were "s imple genius," Farnsworth 
says, crediting the D'Arcy ad agency of St. Louis with 
the core of the idea. The campaign was the first to 
brand the name of the product with an an ima l  sound, 
starting a trend that may wel l  have inspired such fare 
as the popular AFLAC duck commercials of today. 
What's the reason behind Hummingbird's success' 
"I don't know, but there's a purpose. Maybe it's th is," 
Farnsworth says, gesturing to the " It's a Wonderful 
Life" script. 
Ever mindful of gracious providence, Farnsworth 
insists that no one should take too much credit for 
themselves. "There are too many things that have 
to fa l l  into place, " he says. " It's a l l  a gift, so there 
is no legitimate room for arrogance. I'm sti l l  waiting 
for people to figu re out that I 'm no good . "  
- J ESSICA MI LLER KELLEY 
The author, a 2003 Furman graduate, is a book and 
magazine editor in Nashville. 
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Because of the l a rge n u m be r  of submissions a n d  c l ipp ings Furman 
receives for the m agazine's class notes section a n d  the t ime needed to 
review, compi le  a n d  edit so m u c h  i nformation, news items frequently are 
not p u bl ished u nt i l  five or  s ix months after they a re s u b mitted. 
Furman magazine does not p ubl ish dated items (anyth ing more than 
18 m o nths old at  t ime of pub l i cation) or  engagement annou ncements. 
When send ing news for class notes, please inc lude your spouse's or  chi ld 's  
name, whether your spouse is a Furman g ra d uate, and the date a n d  city 
where the b i rth  or  m arriage occurred. 
When sent electron ica l ly, news a bout  a l u m n i  couples who g ra d uated 
in  different years is inc luded under  the graduat ion date of the s u b mitter. 
In other cases it  goes under  the earl iest g ra duat ion date. It is not l isted 
with both classes. 
Send news to the Office of M arketing and Pub l ic  Relations, Furman 
U n i versity, 3300 Poinsett Hwy. ,  G reenvil le, S .C .  29613 ,  or e-mai l  
to a l u m n i@furman .edu .  Selected i nformation submitted to the on- l ine 
a l u m n i  registry (http://a l u m n i .furman .edu) is  inc luded in  class notes. 
Wells Daniel Holland, Sr. '57, November 
1 3 ,  Fountain Inn, S .C .  A graduate of South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, he 
was pastor of a number of churches in 
Virginia and South Carol ina .  He was 
a Mason. 
Mavis Nesbitt Ruegner '58, March 3,  
2008, Hampstead, N.C.  She was an 
elementary school teacher for 3 5  years. 
leon Lancaster ' 59, September 6, 
Founta in Inn, S.C. He was pastor of 
a number of Baptist churches in the 
Carol inas. He also served as a substitute 
teacher at H i l lcrest H igh School and was 
a member of Woodmen of the World. 
Josie Pressly Dunbar '60, August 29, 
Cayce, S .C .  She was a longtime employee 
of the Department of Social Services in 
Columbia and had been involved with the 
Faith at Work organization for many years. 
James Gerald "Gary" Gambrell '60, 
August 24, Cordova, Tenn. After 35 years 
with J . C .  Penney Company, he had retired 
as a manager. He was a U .S .  Army veteran .  
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Percy Lea Hughes Painter '60, March 8, 
2008, Sumter, S.C. She was a retired 
educator, a past president of the South 
Carolina Technical Education Association 
and a past president of the YMCA board. 
Floree Sutton Smith '60, October 20, 
Pacolet, S .C .  She was a retired teacher 
from Greer (S .C .) High School and was 
a resident hostess at the Pacolet Chapel 
of Floyd's Mortuary. 
Joseph H. Stover '62, October 8, Union, 
S.C. A veteran of the Korean War, he was 
a medic with the U S Army. He served as 
pastor of seven Baptist churches in South 
Carolina and one in Texas. 
Clelia Derrick Hendrix, M .A.  '63, 
November 2 1 ,  Greenvi l le .  She taught 
in the public schools of Greenvil le County 
and was also a guidance counselor and 
supervisor of Engl ish and reading. During 
the last 1 5  years of her career she was 
publ ic  relations d i rector for the school 
district. She was president of the Green­
ville County Education Association and 
the state chapters of the Department 
of Reading Teachers and National School 
Publ ic Relations Association. The first 
woman to chair the board of Columbia 
(S .C .) College, she received an honorary 
doctorate from the school, as wel l as 
the Distinguished Service Award and the 
Columbia College Medal l ion.  She taught 
in  Furman's "Community College," served 
on the South Carolina Commission on 
Women, and was active in Methodist church 
work on the local, state and national levels. 
Nell Merritt Huff '63, November 8, Pelzer, 
S .C .  She taught for 27 years in Greenvil le 
County Schools. 
Mary Anness Harper Hite, M .A.  '64, 
August 2 1 ,  Due West, S C .  She taught at 
Swansea (S .C .) H igh School and later taught 
for many years in Abbevil le County, S .C .  
Richard Lewis Giddings '66 ,  June 25,  
Peachtree City, Ga .  He was a Vietnam 
War veteran and earned the Bronze Star 
for bravery. He was formerly president 
of Derner Industrial Sales. 
Mary Moody Woods '67, November 27, 
Greenvil le. She worked in the Greenville 
County school system for nearly 30 years 
as a music teacher and early chi ldhood 
instructor. 
M ike Barton '68, October 23 ,  Bucking­
hamshire, England. 
Charles Kenneth "Red" Jackson '68, 
November 1 ,  Anderson, S.C. A U.S. Army 
veteran, he retired in 1 99 1  as an engineer 
with Bei iSouth after 39 years of service. 
He was also associated with Design South 
Professionals, Inc. He served on the district 
level of the Blue Ridge Counci l  of Boy 
Scouts of America . 
Douglas "Stan" Catoe ' 7 1 ,  August 1 1 ,  
Baton Rouge, La. H e  was a retired high 
school band di rector. 
Maurice l. Murphy ' 72,  October 3, 
Ocala, F la.  He spent his career in banking 
in  the Ocala area, f irst with Sun Trust 
Banks and more recently with Independent 
National Bank.  He was actively involved 
in  community work through youth sports, 
the Un ited Way, M unroe Regional Medical 
Center Development Foundation and the 
Kiwanis C lub .  
Carolyn Tyler Usher '72 ,  November 1 1 ,  
Springfield, Va. She was employed a s  the 
assistant to the music min istry department 
at Immanuel B ible Church. 
Sherry Bynum Bishop '73, August 1 6, 
Greenvi l le .  She was a former teacher at 
Washington Avenue C hristian School. 
Donald Alan Haynie '73, November 1 1 , 
Charleston, S .C .  He had been active in 
Charleston-area real estate since 1 974 
and was founder and president of Spectrum 
Properties. He taught licensing courses 
for real estate and property management. 
Richard Hall Hearin '73, November 1 1 ,  
Alpharetta, Ga.  H e  was senior vice presi­
dent of Coldwell Banker Bu i lder/Developer 
Services. 
James Stewart Wingo, Sr., M .A.'78, 
November 3, Anderson, S .C .  He was 
a former president of the Anderson YMCA, 
former board chair of the Anderson Cham­
ber of Commerce, past president of the 
United Way, a member of Anderson Rotary 
Club and a member of the first class of 
Leadership Anderson. In 1991  he was 
a candidate for the South Carolina Senate. 
He retired as North American purchasing 
manager at BASF and served in the 
National G uard. 
Denise Arms Henson, M .A.  ' 8 1 ,  October 
5,  Matthews, N . C .  
Terry Braxton Phi l l ips '86, October 2,  
Fletcher, N.C.  He was owner of Metro­
politan Medical Services. 
Lorraine Steiner Kaplan, M . A. '90, 
October 9, Taylors, S .C .  She was a teacher 
at Mauldin Elementary School .  
Mark Theodore Freeman, M .A.  '97, 
August 3 1 ,  Greenvi l le .  
Susan Alexander Pick, M.A. '05, 
October 7, Travelers Rest, S.C. She taught 
at B lue Ridge M iddle School for 18 years. 
G EO R G E  BOX P RACTICES T H E  F I N E  ART O F  F I N E  TU N I N G  . . .  
When G eorge Box '89 travels around New York 
to repair, restore or re-tune a pipe organ,  his backpack 
isn't very heavy. Often he carries l ittle more than h is 
trusty hacksaw blade and a few tiny metal rods. 
Those are the only metal tools needed for the 
arcane, del icate art of organ repair. But mental tools 
are also mandatory. It takes someone with an unusual 
combination of talents i n  music and in mechan ics, 
not to mention a healthy dose of eccentricity, to be 
attracted to the art of organ tun ing .  
That  observation comes from Ro land Ottewel l  '88 ,  
who has helped Box on selected organ projects. 
Ottewell adds that another job requirement is getting 
used to working mostly i n  solitude - and i n  a lmost 
total s i lence. 
"There is something really n ice about the peace­
fulness of being i n  one of these h uge churches i n  New 
York," says Ottewell, a copy editor for New York 
publ ish ing houses. " There is this incredible bowl of 
s i lence inside. The clamor of the city d isappears . "  
Box practices h i s  trade i n  t h e  five boroughs of 
New York C ity, in New Jersey and in upstate New York. 
But he learned h is craft by travel ing to country chapels 
throughout the Southeast. 
A native of New Orleans and a trained musician, 
Box moved to Atlanta after earn ing a degree in Engl ish 
from Furman .  H e  became active i n  Atlanta's under­
g round music scene and formed such bands as Rubber 
Madonna and Synchro System, which fused punk-rock 
g u itars and attitudes with Brazi l ia n  tango beats. 
Whi le  working part time at a bookstore, Box 
struck up a friendship with a customer named David 
Whittier. Whittier, who held a doctorate i n  Engl ish 
l iterature, pursued books from a wide array of intel­
lectual d isc ip l ines - and d isplayed some id iosyncratic 
habits, l i ke spending hours at the bookstore. 
Box eventual ly d iscovered that Whittier was 
a master organ tuner. When Whittier learned of Box's 
interest in music, he offered Box the chance to learn 
the trade. 
"The organ business is fi l led with a bunch 
of mysterious characters" l i ke Whittier, Box says. 
"They're chronic curmudgeons. 
"They tend to be bright and have diverse 
The organ at New York's Church of St. Ignatius Loyola, 
where George Box has left his imprint. 
intellectua l  interests, and they're man iacal in a mechan­
ical way." 
Box's apprenticeship with Whittier lasted nine 
years, during wh ich they repaired church organs 
i n  Alabama, Georgia, M ississippi  and South Carol ina .  
Between those g igs, Box worked other odd jobs. 
Soon after Whittier died i n  the late 1 9 90s, Box 
decided he wanted to repair  organs ful l  t ime and took 
a job with the A.E .  Schlueter Pipe Organ Co. of Lithonia, 
Ga., one of the largest refurbishing firms i n  the South­
east. At Schlueter, Box honed his knowledge of organs 
built by Ernest M. Sk inner, described by Box as "the 
most important organ bui lder of the 20th century." 
Eventua l ly Box moved to New York, home to 
a large concentration of massive p ipe organs in h istoric 
cathedrals .  His busy seasons for tun ing are just before 
Easter and Thanksgiving .  H i s  recondit ioning work 
takes place dur ing the summer, when choirs are 
on vacation. 
Box, 41 , travels to most jobs via subway or bicycle, 
and his tool chest is h is  backpack. Among h is  tools are 
an implement that he says "looks l i ke a $100 sta in less­
steel butter knife, " as well as " l ittle metal rods of 
varying lengths and edges . "  
W h e n  t u n i n g  a n  organ's pipes, Box says, " You're 
basical ly moving a piece of meta l .  You're moving 
lengths as f ine as 1 /64th of an inch to a quarter of an 
inch.  O r  you're moving a tuning s l ide, a flap or a wire ."  
H i s  most i nd ispensable tool may be a 50-cent 
hacksaw blade that he's had for a decade. 
" I t  has a serrated edge," Box says.  " It 's bent at 
a n  angle, but not at such a sharp angle that it does 
any damage to the pipe. It does a l low some kind 
of gr ip .  I t  grabs on to a piece of meta l perfectly." 
Box's portfol io includes the 5,000-pipe N . P. 
Mander organ at the C hurch of St. Ignatius Loyola on 
Park Avenue in Man hattan, the 3 , 1 73-pipe Holtkamp 
organ at The Ju i l l iard School i n  New York's Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts, and the Skinner organ 
at St. Ann and the Holy Trinity C h u rch i n  Brooklyn 
Heights, a bu i ld ing that dates to the mid-1 9th century. 
An independent contractor, Box picks up orders 
through contacts in the small community of organ 
tuners and bui lders. Work on a s ing le  organ usually 
takes about a day, a lthough if a n  organ hasn't been 
tuned i n  1 0  or 20 years, Box says the job can last up 
to four days. 
And he's always i n  deman d .  He has been 
recruited to work for compan ies in Atlanta, Wash­
ington, D .C . ,  and Cal iforn ia .  But he prefers to remain 
i n  New York, where there are plenty of organs to tune. 
Although he's yet to see it i n  person, he says 
he would l i ke to inspect Furman 's 2,930-pipe Hartness 
Organ bui l t  by C. B .  Fisk, a Massach usetts company 
that specializes i n  mechanica l-action pipe organs.  
" F isk's organs are extremely wel l -made and they 
have a u n ique tonal  concept, a lot of which goes 
against trad it ional American concepts," Box says. 
" Fu rman's organ is talked about a lot i n  the organ 
business." 
- AN DY PETERS 
The author, a 1992 Furman graduate, is a reporter 
for the Fulton County (Ga.) Dai ly Report. 
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